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Toni Yates reports on a middle school in New Jersey that is now cellphone-free. 
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PLAINFIELD, New Jersey (WABC) -- A middle school in New Jersey is now cellphone-
free.  
 
Principal Kevin Stansbury at Maxson Middle School in Plainfield says test scores were 
down, discipline was high, and students' ability to learn was being impacted.  
 
So the school decided it needed a phone-free environment and bought special pouches 
where students can lock away their cell phones for the day.  
 
The ultimate goal was to increase student engagement, have fewer class distractions, 
and allow for more interaction between students and teachers.  
 
"I got more focused and my grades went up," said one student.  
 
Stansbury has worked in the district for many years but this is his first year at Maxson 
and he came with a plan.  
 
"I saw that our suspensions were kind of high in years past, discipline referrals very high 
and our test scores were very low," he said. "And so in kind of reviewing and looking, I 
saw such a connection to the cell phones."  
 
He got the OK for the school board and parents, and a little pushback from his students, 
who were hesitant at first about not being able to use their phones. But after a few days, 
they began to support the program.  
 
"We have people who are starting to read books now that normally don't read books," 
said Leo, an 8th grader.  
 
Teachers, who also lock the phones away, concur. "I don't have to constantly tell them to 
put your phone away, put your phone away," said science teacher Mia Cummings. "And 
as soon as they walk in, they want to learn. They're intrigued with what we're learning 
today."  
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